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M

AY IS THE MONTH OF MANY
FESTIVITIES and celebrations all
over the Philippines. From the Santa
Cruzan to the Pahiyas, town fiestas
are a never ending expression of
gratitude to celebrate bountiful harvest
and pageantry. San Isidro Labrador is the
famous patron saint of farmers to whom the
commemoration is bestowed.

RANILO M. MADERAZO
President & CEO
Chairman
of Editorial Board

But we will miss this year the festivities for San
Isidro Labrador due to the coronavirus pandemic.
Instead of celebrating bountiful harvest through dances
and parade, we will now hold trowel and seeds to plant
and participate in the Plant Plant Plant Program of the
Department of Agriculture (DA).
Food can become scarce and all of a sudden, we
value food more than ever. We now see the importance
of farmers and fishers and their role as food producer
and provider.
And I realize one thing; food is more valuable than
jewelries, branded jeans and expensive cars.
The DA’s Plant Plant Plant Program through the
initiative of Secretary William Dar is a very noble idea
and timely. The program also aims to empower urban
dwellers to grow their own food to attain household
food security.
So, let this pandemic bring us hope through FAITH
(Food Always In The Home).
Let us dirty our hands and plant more so that we
will harvest tomorrow.
Enjoy reading!

SalaMAT po.
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William Dar
FOOD CZAR

Amid the coronavirus pandemic, the country can count
on one man to assure we have enough food supplies

A
AGRICULTURE
SECRETARY William
Dar wasted no time in
addressing the need
to secure the country’s
food needs amid the
coronavirus pandemic.
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By JOHN C. ARAYAT

GRICULTURE SECRETARY William D. Dar saw the writing on the wall
after the government declared a series of quarantines and lockdowns
in many parts of the Philippines since mid March — that the issue of
food security had to be addressed immediately.

If that issue was not addressed, social unrest
could ensue that would make it harder for the
government to contain the spread of the coronavirus
disease 2019 (Covid-19).
But President Rodrigo Duterte had little to worry
when it came to making the Philippines food secure
amid the Covid-19 pandemic — the reason is
simple: Dar, even before the pandemic, was already
the country’s “Food Czar” and “Servant-Leader
for Agriculture.”
So, Dar immediately rolled up his sleeves and
unveiled the Plant, Plant, Plant Program (PPP), also
known as the Ahon Lahat, Pagkaing Sapat (ALPAS)
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Laban sa Covid-19 program. The PPP got an initial
funding of P8 billion to fund its Rice Resiliency
Project (RRP) to give rice farmers free fertilizers to
boost their production.
For 2021, the Department of Agriculture (DA) will
get P17 billion for its stimulus program to mitigate the
effects of the Covid-19 pandemic on the agriculture
sector. Also, the DA will continue to support the Balik
Probinsya, Bagong Pagasa Program.
“The DA will be actively involved in the Balik
Probinsya, Bagong Pagasa Program. We are also
aligning the department to the program for 2021,”
Dar added.

DELIVERING RESULTS
Known for his impeccable work ethic, Dar from the
onset of the quarantines and lockdowns became more
active on the field to get a first-hand account on the
movement of food products, and engage more stakeholders
and actors in the agriculture sector to be part of the
collective action to secure the country’s food needs.
And with the agriculture sector registering a
1.6-percent growth in the second quarter amid the
16.5-percent contraction in the country’s gross domestic
product, it was very clear Dar delivered.
“We are indeed pleased that the country’s agrifishery sector performed well, despite the halt in major
economic activities resulting from the enhanced
community quarantine in Metro Manila, Luzon and
other parts of the country,” he said.
Besides the varying degrees of quarantines and

lockdowns imposed to contain the Covid-19 pandemic,
the agriculture sector had to contend with other
challenges like the outbreak of the African swine fever
that happened barely weeks after Dar was appointed
Agriculture secretary in August 2019; drop in palay
(unmilled rice) prices; and the unexpected infestation of
the fall army work not only in the Philippines but also
in parts of Southeast Asia, among others.
Dar also gave tribute to Filipino farmers and fishers,
whose dedication to growing food for the country’s
growing population sometimes escapes the eyes of the
public, especially those residing in the urban areas.
“This is a testament to the resiliency and dedication
of our farmers and fishers to contribute to the economic
recovery effort, amid the challenges and health risks
that we are facing in the agriculture sector,” he added.
Finance Secretary Carlos Dominguez 3rd, a former
Agriculture secretary who Dar said is his mentor,

PRESIDENT RODRIGO
DUTERTE administers
the oath of office of
Dr. William Dar as
Agriculture Secretary in
August 2019, marking
a new beginning for the
Philippine agriculture
sector.
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LOWER LEFT PHOTO
Agriculture Secretary
William Dar visits the
Benguet Agri-Pinoy Trading
Center in La Trinidad,
Benguet on June 20, 2020
to check out the transit
of food supplies from
the Cordillera to other
regions. Also in photo is Dr.
Cameron Odsey (right of
Dar), the officer-in-charge
director of the Department
of Agriculture Cordillera
Administative Region office.

LOWER RIGHT PHOTO
Agriculture Secretary
William Dar and Dr.
Glenn Gregorio (left),
director of the Southeast
Asian Regional Center
for Graduate Study and
Research in Agriculture
based in Laguna, seal a
partnership on June 22,
2020 to establish food
gardens under the Urban
Agriculture Program of the
Department of Agriculture.
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had said that agriculture along with government’s
infrastructure program, particularly the Build, Build,
Build Program, will be among the main growth drivers
of the Philippine economy this year.
“Agriculture is big because, you know, the demand
for food is inelastic,” Dominguez said.
And Dar delivered.
The Agriculture secretary also said the country
has enough rice for at least 53 days as of August. That
supply level is also expected to increase as the wet
season palay planting will start in September.
“Barring adverse typhoons and natural disasters in
the remaining months of the year, we expect a record
palay output this year of 20.34 million MT, which is 8
percent higher than the 2019 production,” Dar said.
“All scenarios show comfortable levels of rice supply
by the end of the year, which at best would be good for
98 days. And at worst, we would still have an ending
stock good for 90 days,” he added.
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There is little debate Dar is right on track in leading the
DA and getting the cooperation of stakeholders and actors
in agriculture to make the country truly food secure.
Even former socioeconomic secretary Solita Monsod,
not allied with the current administration, expressed
admiration for Dar after news came out that the
agriculture sector grew by 1.6 percent in the second
quarter of the year.
“Agriculture Secretary William Dar is neither a
Davaoeno, nor from the military nor a political ally. That’s
what we need. People in the right places who know what
they are doing,” Monsod said in a column published in the
Philippine Daily Inquirer on August 8, 2020.
MOVING FORWARD
Moving forward, Dar has outlined the DA’s
major strategies to level up the country’s agriculture
sector while addressing food security amid the

Covid-19 pandemic.
• Continue modernization of agriculture
by providing modern and appropriate
technologies to enhance productivity and
competitiveness of farmers and fishers;
• Cluster and consolidate small holder farmers
and fishers to attain more efficient production,
processing and marketing activities;
• Enjoin the private sector to invest in
agriculture through industrialization
and establishment of agri-aqua industrial
business corridors;
• Apply systematic approaches in the
development and promotion of agricultural
products for export;
• Reinforce programs on infrastructure
development to establish quality and costefficient infrastructure support such as farm-tomarket roads, post-harvest facilities, processing
and marketing facilities, and improved food
markets and food logistics;
• Promote higher budget and more investments
in the agriculture sector following the support
and advocacy of President Duterte;
• Strengthen partnership with Congress to
promote and institutionalize needed support
for the sector; and
• Continue roadmap development especially
for banner program commodities with the
help of the private sector and agri-fishery
stakeholders to also set clear plans and strategic
implementation of projects.
Clearly, Dar is also looking to secure the country’s
food needs and level up the country’s agriculture
sector beyond the Covid-19 pandemic.
Only a real Food Czar has that foresight.

TOP PHOTO
Agricultural Credit
Policy Council Executive
Director Jocelyn Alma
Badiola (left) and
Agriculture Secretary
William Dar launch the
Kapital Access for Young
Agripreneurs (KAYA)
card on July 6, 2020.
KAYA supports young
agripreneurs seeking
to start or expand their
businesses.

LOWER PHOTO
Actor James Reid,
the Food Security
Ambassador
of the Department
of Agriculture, with
Agriculture Secretary
William Dar on
June 17, 2020.
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BATANG FILIPINO FARMER MOVEMENT

paves way for youth to join agriculture

I

By JOHN C. ARAYAT

N ONE OF THE MOST SERENE
part of Maragondon in Cavite is
Terra Verde Ecofarm and Resort,
currently occupying 17 hectares
with three hectares fully developed.

TOP PHOTO
The members of Batang
Filipino Farmer (BFF)
include students from
grade school to college.
The kids behind the
founding of BFF are
cousins Bea (second from
right) and Miguel (fourth
from right) Atanacio.
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Owned by the Atanacio family, it is one of the most
popular agritourism sites in Cavite and an accredited
training partner of the Agricultural Training
Institute (ATI), an agency under the Department of
Agriculture.
The Atanacio family started Terra Verde with just
five hectares in 2006. However, it was first a purely
weekend destination for them until they decided to
start operating it as an agritourism site in 2015. They
also acquired adjacent lands until the contingent area
reached 17 hectares.
But the future of Terra Verde no longer lies on
the elder Atanacios who currently own and operate
the National College of Science and Technology in
Dasmarinas, Cavite — the future of Terra Verde lies
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in the hands of cousins Bea and Miguel, And they
are also the youth who could be counted on to take
Philippine agriculture into the future, being the
founders of Batang Filipino Farmers Movement (BFF).
Formally “kicked off” on May 21, 2017 at Terra
Verde, Bea calls BFF “a movement for kids by kids” by
“making farming fun.” Bea said the planning for BFF
dates back to 2016 when she was only 16 year old and
Miguel, 14.
“We wanted to incorporate fun into farming,”
she added.
Bea and Miguel said that their family owning Terra
Verde gave them the chance to experience farming
from their childhood, but they also realized that the
country’s agriculture sector badly needed new blood.
This prompted them to learn more about farming and
getting their hands dirty, which eventually led to Bea
and Miguel founding BFF.
“And many of our classmates never visited a farm,”
Miguel said.
He explained that when students visit Terra Verde
for BFF Camp activities and are asked whether they
want to go into farming, about 10 percent of the

THE ADVOCATES

visiting students raised their hands or answered in the
affirmative.
After they experience farming first-hand through
the BFF Camp activities, Miguel said they would
repeat the question to the students and would usually
get response rate in the affirmative of more than 50
percent.
A typical BFF Camp at Terra Verde gathers
students from different backgrounds and levels, and
also takes them on a tour of the agritourism site’s farm
lots, areas that host animals, and a mini forest. The
camp’s activities are held in collaboration with ATI.
Today, BFF has 30 core members spread across the
provinces of Laguna and Batangas, and the cities of
Pasig and Quezon.
Much of its activities are held at Terra Verde, which
also offers its visitors a place to relax since it has cottages
and large open areas, and offers delicious food courtesy
of its cooks who are experts in preparing native dishes.
Miguel, however, wants BFF to have a presence in
every barangay or to partner with local government
units in utilizing vacant lands for agrculture by also
involving the youth.

TOP PHOTO The youth
who participate in camps
or trainings of BFF at the
Terra Verde Ecofarm and
Resort also have to do
some exercises before
trying their hands in
farming.
RIGHT PHOTO Terra
Verde also has modern
farming facilities like
greenhouses and solarpowered systems.
LEFT PHOTO Terra Verde
also has open spaces
purely for relaxation.
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THE BIRTH OF PUNLA
Demonstrating BFF is very much updated on
trends in Philippine Agriculture, it launched PUNLA
(seedling in Tagalog) last March in partnership with
Terra Verde. PUNLA also supports the Department of
Agriculture’s (DA) Plant, Plant, Plant Program.
And by encouraging BFF members and those it
has influenced to start off with herbs, PUNLA is also
supporting the DA’s Urban Farming Program.
More importantly, the proceeds generated from the
sale of herbs through Punla.ph will be used to support
the education of farmers’ children.
“Punla.ph is relatively new and started during the
(coronavirus disease 2019) quarantine. It also aims to
encourage agripreneurship,” Bea said.
Through PUNLA, the youth can also experience
farming right at their homes amid the pandemic.
TAKING ACTION
With their current involvement in BFF and
PUNLA, Bea and Miguel are also being equipped to
further develop Terra Verde. And while that looks
daunting as Terra Verde still has 14 hectares ready for
development in the future, the duo that started BFF
are definitely not amateurs when it comes to farming
and even agribusiness. They also have their parents to
thank for exposing them early to farming.
Miguel also said that members of Generation Z or
Gen Z are aware of various issues since they are very
active in social media. For Bea and Miguel, the issue
that truly concerns them is food security over the long
term amid older farmers quitting farming and fishing.
“That thought has been in my head — who is going
to feed my kids?” he said.
“That was what made us take action — our
generation is also proactive,” Bea added.

12

GREENFIELDS

May - June Issue

TOP PHOTO (P 12)
The members of Batang
Filipino Farmer (BFF)
include students from
grade school to college.
The kids behind the
founding of BFF are
cousins Bea (second from
right) and Miguel (fourth
from right) Atanacio.
CENTER PHOTO (P 12)
The grandchildren of
Agriculture Secretary
William Dar participate in
a Batang Filipino Farmer
(BFF) activity at Terra
Verde. They are (starting
from the fourth person
from the left): William
Alexander “Kali” Arizabal;
Bentley Dela Cruz;
Shelby Dela Cruz; Liam
Sicada; and Enzo Dela
Cruz. Also in photo is BFF
co-founder Bea Atanacio
(second from left).
BOTTOM PHOTO (P 12)
Various crops are planted
at Terra Verde’s vast
area, including dragon
fruit.
RIGHT PHOTO
The activities of BFF at
Terra Verde also includes
elementary and high
school students who later
find out that farming can
be fun and profitable.
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SUCCESS STORY

Bukid Amara
CENTERS ON ADVOCACY AND SUSTAINABILITY

W

By JULIO P. YAP JR.

ITH THE EASING of some lockdowns and quarantines caused
by the coronavirus pandemic, visiting domestic agritourism sites
should become an option. And in Quezon province, there is the
picturesque farm tourism destination located at Sitio Aramin
in Barangay Makupak, Lucban, which can also be described as a model of
sustainability and a window of farming innovations.
Besides having various varieties of flowers and
vegetables, Bukid Amara also highlights the very
interesting career of the man behind its development.
After his more than 20 fruitful years in the
corporate world, Michael Caballes opted for early
retirement to become an agripreneur and experience
anew life in a farm.
The rural landscape around Mount Banahaw also
inspired him to establish Bukid Amara.
The initial development of the agritourism
destination focused on wholesome leisure and recreation
as manifested by its presentation of a wide selection of
flowers, which helped Bukid Amara carve a niche in the
flower tourism industry with the aid of social media.
“This prompted us to present an array of seasonal
blooms, which illustrates an assortment of color mood
for each and every season and festivities in the region,”
Caballes said.
“Bukid Amara’s fauna thrives well at the farm, and

14

GREENFIELDS

May - June Issue

the presence of wildlife and relaxing sounds of the
birds, and the sight of dragonflies during sunset creates
a true bukid (farm) atmosphere,” he added.
Also, in helping support inclusive growth,
Caballes said part of Bukid Amara’s mission is to be
involved in uplifting the community by providing
livelihood opportunities.
“Complementing with our efforts, we provided a
venue for local craftsmen to showcase their unique
talents in creating local crafts, which clearly illustrates
the pride and creativity of the people,” he said.
And since Southern Tagalog is also known for its
rich religious and cultural heritage, Bukid Amara
also promotes other products made by its farmers like
the traditional bamboo salakot from Lucban and the
pandan pandong from the region.
“These are the valuable but vanishing heritage, which
we want to revive and reintroduce to this generation,”
Caballes pointed out.

Also, Bukid Amara is encouraging and assisting
young entrepreneurs to produce the farm’s souvenir
items like the “fabulous bayong” or “fab bayong” and
personal accessories crafted by a crochet artist who was
inspired by the colourful blooms of the agritourism site.
SUSTAINABLE FARMING
Since “going green” is already a trend
worldwide, Bukid Amara is actively promoting
sustainable farming.
“We are also promoting sustainable farming
practices because we believe that only by working
with nature, we can continue to nurture a healthy
farm ecosystem,” Caballes said.
A “holistic” approach in crop production
and integrated pest management are practiced
in Bukid Amara, with a rice-fish farming system a
testament to those.
“But Bukid Amara’s approach in farming must be
science-based, where we adopted a farming system
that allows for easy production and viable
operations,” he explained.
“Everything we do is by the numbers — from
plant population per square meter, number of
seedling trays that we are supposed to produce,
up to the exact amount of nutrition that we
provide for each plant species,” Caballes added.
He also believes in always being ahead of the
pack — to be the pioneer in the market — like
introducing several “firsts” for annual flowers
like the blue salvia that scatters the field.

BUKID AMARA
is also assisting young
entrepreneurs to produce
the farm’s souvenir items
like the “fabulous bayong”
or “fab bayong.”

VISITORS CAN
also sample edible
flowers at Bukid
Amara.
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UPPER LEFT PHOTO
After years in the corporate
world, Michael Caballes
opted for early retirement
to become an agripreneur
and experience
anew life in a farm.
UPPER RIGHT PHOTO
Miss Universe Pia
Wurtzbach once visited
Bukid Amara.
LOWER LEFT PHOTO
Sustainable farming
thrives in Bukid Amara.
LOWER CENTER PHOTO
Flowers abound in
Bukid Amara, making it a
perfect getaway from the
madness of the city.
LOWER RIGHT PHOTO
Bukid Amara also
promotes native products
like the salakot and
pandan pandong.
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Then there are fields of pink, white and red cosmos
complimenting several varieties of edible flowers and raintolerant annual flower varieties that Bukid Amara either
pioneered in the Philippines or propagated on a wider scale.
Through trial and error, and a bit of research, Bukid
Amara was able to formulate its own flowering media
out of freshly processed coco peat.
“But we don’t have to age the peat anymore because
through science, we were able to create a formulation
that is consistent, reliable and a clean media for our
plants,” Caballes said.
“In the near future, we will be establishing a larger
greenhouse, and we will be moving towards the practice
of smart agriculture and precision farming for our
vegetables and flowers,” he added.
Aside from providing a place to relax and to get away
from the maddening urban setting, Bukid Amara also
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produces vegetables on a contract basis and engages in
the wholesale of potted flowers and hanging baskets.
“We have positioned ourselves more into specialty
flowers because we do not want to compete on what
we call commodity annuals, like marigold and zinnia,
where the only way to survive is through bidding for the
lowest price,” Caballes said.
Bukid Amara will soon create a food and flower
forest, which will be made up of endemic fruit species
and berries, and flowering-trees. It will be located along
the hilly portion of the farm.
“We wanted our visitors to experience seasonal
blooms in the trail of yellow flower droppings from
narra, purple from banana, white from salimbubing, red
from mankono, and also the unique flavors and aroma of
pahutan, mabolo, usisa, catmon and lipote, among many
others,” Caballes said.

AWAY FROM THE CITY

YOKI’S FARM
A MUSEUM OF PECULIAR ANTIQUITIES, WILDLIFE, PETS

W

By RANDY V. URLANDA

HERE CAN YOU FIND a grinning giant statue of Hotei (commonly
mistaken for the serene-faced Buddha), a squad of the famed
Chinese terra cotta soldiers, and colorful macaws that could draw
and play basketball.

The place also offers opportunities to do selfies with
Indian Runner ducks, a seven-foot tall ostrich, a 16-foot
albino Burmese python , and a bear-like head of a large
Japanese Akita dog like the revered Hachiko of dog
lovers, among others.
Then discover where the salad vegetables in your
burger and salad comes from, which is Yoki’s Farm,
a sprawling multi-theme park in the nippy highlands
of Cavite.
Tucked at the edge of the quiet middle class village
of Palocpoc 1, five kilometers west of the highland
town of Mendez-Nunez (simply called Mendez by
locals) in southern Cavite along the narrow tree-lined
Tabluan Road is the tall ornate gold and black gate
ala Buckingham Palace of Yoki’s Farm. Yoki was the
nickname of its late owner, Wilson Ong, a kindhearted
person who loved to say, “Yes. Oki-Oki!” when asked by

his staff to find out if his errands were followed correctly.
Museum tour first
The farm tour starts inside a huge covered court cum
museum, with four tortoises, the longest living land animal
in the world, greeting the visitors by nodding their snakelike heads inside their low enclosure near the entrance.
The high-ceilinged museum has a widely smiling 20-foot
golden statue of Hotei, god of fortune and one of the Seven
Lucky Gods in Japanese mythology, as its centerpiece.
The Yoki sprawling museum is also a repository of
more than a thousand other artifacts and larger-than-life
statues of deities and rulers from China, Japan, Greece,
Egypt, Africa and other countries noted for their ancient
history. They were bought home by Ong during his
numerous travels abroad.

ZEBRAS are one
of the many animals
at Yoki’s Farm.
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Enter the orchid farm and aviary

TOP RIGHT PHOTO
One of the colorful
parrots at Yoki’s Farm.
TOP MIDDLE PHOTO
Terracota warriors
also stand guard
at Yoki’s Farm.
TOP LEFT PHOTO
There is also a genuine
Buddha statue
at Yoki’s Farm.
BOTTOM RIGHT PHOTO
Ostriches live in peace
with other animals
at Yoki’s Farm.
BOTTOM LEFT PHOTO
The aviary at Yoki’s Farm
is in itself a nice place
to relax.
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Behind the fiberglass statue of Hotei is a collection
of millions of pesos worth of rare antiquities like ivory
sculptures that are relics from a distant past, including
four life-sized terracotta warriors that are funerary
statues of the First Emperor of China, Qin Shi Huang.
They number about 8,000 soldiers that were buried
with the emperor in 210 BC to protect him in his
afterlife. There are also several Buddha (the REAL
ones) like the Protection Buddha with its raised right
hand facing outward.
Other statues are those of a larger-than-life
Achilles, a Silverback gorilla sitting on a bench, The
Boy Reading a Book statue, and other unique and
creepy ones not seen elsewhere. An hour wouldn’t be
enough to tour the museum, which also has on display
antique telephones, manual typewriters and black-andwhite TV sets of the 1960s.
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Beside the museum of antiquities is the orchid farm
that features 11 local, including the exotic walingwaling, and imported varieties numbering more than
a thousand, some rarely seen in other orchid farms in
the country.
Its amazing aviary, on the other hand, starts in
front of Hotei, featuring talented blue-and-yellow
macaws, which could draw with a paintbrush on its
beak, raise the flag and play basketball. If elephants
and other mammals can draw, birds that can paint
and do other un-birdly chores are more awesome,
don’t you think?
“I trained these blue-and-gold macaws how to
draw, raise the flag and play basketball,” said the
stocky farm manager Giovanni Stephen Romarite,
who has a degree in Agriculture Technology from
the Sud-lon Agriculture School in Cebu. “Yoki Farm
started as a family hobby of the owner, where he
planted fruit trees like mango, langka, sampaloc and
coffee, and as a repository of his vast collections of
antique statues that accumulated through the years,”

added the half- Mohican, half-Cebuano.
“Our aviary and mini-zoo boasts of a huge
collection of colorful parrots, love birds, peacocks,
pheasants, big flightless birds like the cassowary,
native to Papua New Guinea and northern Australia,
the rhea, a native of South America, which is related
to ostrich,” said Father, as Giovanni is fondly
called by his staff and 13 senior students from the
Central Bicol State University of Agriculture in Pili,
Camarines Sur who took their two-month on-thejob-training on agribusiness at Yoki last January.
“Our biggest flightless birds here are four
ostriches (one male, four females) that towers almost
seven feet in height and weighs from 100 kilograms
(for females) up to 140 kilograms for males,”
said Romarite.
“Other mammals in our zoo are zebras and a
miniature horse. And last December, the small blackand-white African penguin or jackass penguin being
bred in Houston, Texas was added here,” he added.
Other animals in the farm are more than 20 goats
of the Anglo Nubian, Boer and Saanen breeds, and
dogs like the Belgian Malinois, the large Alaskan

Malamute, Shih Tzu and the big Japanese Akita.
The final stage of a tour of Yoki’s Farm is a visit to
its vast lettuce farm and herb garden, where plants
are grown through hydroponics.
At Yoki’s salad vegetable farm, different varieties
of lettuce like iceberg, romaine, summer crisp and
arugula are harvested weekly, including 100,000
giant, standard and cherry tomatoes; 50,000 stalks
of spinach; and 1,000 kilos of mint. All of these are
picked up and delivered by distributors to Metro
Manila’s fast-food chains and five-star restaurants for
their hamburgers, salads and other dishes.
On the way back to the main hall, mulberry trees
bearing their sweet black and red berries line the
pathway, their succulent fruits too tempting not to be
plucked and tasted.
Yoki’s Farm also offers overnight accommodations
and convention facilities.
Yoki’s Farm is probably the only theme park in the
Philippines where you can experience to the fullest
your five senses — sight, sound, smell, taste and
touch — all in one place. And it also demonstrates
the beauty and profitability of agritourism.

RIGHT PHOTO
Peacocks are among
the many attractions
at Yoki’s Farm.
UPPER PHOTO
Yoki’s Farm has a
hydroponic system
to raise vegetables
for various food
establishments
in Metro Manila.
LEFT LOWER PHOTO
The zebras at Yoki’s Farm
make a good companion
for selfies.
LOWER RIGHT PHOTO
This miniature horse at
Yoki’s Farm is a rarity.
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BRAVO!

BRAVURA
By ANTONIO G. PAPA, Ph.D.

Versatile
coffee roasting
machine developed

A

FILIPINO ENGINEER
has developed a local
version of a vertical
roasting coffee machine
that has the lowest cost
compared to similar models available
worldwide.

THE LOCAL BRAVURA
vertical roasting coffee
machine developed
by Dr. Ruel M. Mojica
costs much less than
imported units.
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The Filipino version of the Bravura
vertical roasting coffee machine was
invented by Dr. Ruel M. Mojica,
currently vice president for research and
extension of the Cavite State University
(CvSU). Early this year, he emerged as
one of the four winners of the Manila
Water Foundation (MWF) 2019 Prize
for Engineering Excellence.
CvSU President Dr. Hernando D. Robles
described the machine is “innovative – first ever in
the Philippines, efficient and cost-effective.”
The Bravura machine Mojica developed costs
about P550,000, or $11,000, while its counterpart
in the United States (VR-1 with 10-kilogram
capacity) sells for $35,000, or P1.75 million, while
its counterpart in Europe (GHIBLI R-15 with 5to 15-kilogram capacity) costs $25,000, or P1.25
million.
Mojica’s Bravura machine can produce up to 10
kilograms of roasted coffee per batch of roasting in
20 minutes. All parts of the machine are made of
stainless steel, including the well-designed auger that
results in the even roasting of coffee beans.

FILIPINO INVENTOR

It has a single-phase, 200-volt motor coupled
with a microcontroller device for automatic
operation. It can also roast peanut and cacao that
both have growing markets in the Philippines and
abroad.
Mojica said farmers in Palawan and Camarines
Sur can benefit from the machine for the roasting
of their cashew and pili nuts, respectively.
The development of the machine is an offshoot
of a joint project titled “Technology Piloting and
Commercialization of Microcontroller-based
Coffee Roasting Machine.”
It was initiated by the National Coffee Research,
Development and Extension Center of CvSU in
collaboration with the Department of Agriculture’s
Bureau of Agricultural Research under the agency’s
National Technology Commercialization Program.
The inventor-awardee
Mojica is one of the four awardees of
the 2019 Prize for Engineering Excellence
conducted by MWF, the only recognizing body
in the Philippines that honors engineers who
have made notable contributions in solving
development problems in the areas of water,
sanitation, environment and sustainability. It is
conducted every two years in partnership with the
Department of Science and Technology (DOST)
and the Philippine Technological Council (PTC),
the umbrella organization of the 13 professional
engineering organizations in the Philippines.
Mojica finished his Bachelor of Science in
Agricultural Engineering, cum laude, at CvSU
(formerly Don Severino Agricultural College) in
Indang, Cavite, and both his Master of Science
and Doctor of Philosophy in Agricultural
Engineering at the University of the Philippines
Los Baños in Laguna.
He also rose from the ranks at CvSU — from
instructor to assistant professor and later, associate
professor. His current academic rank at the
university is Professor V.
Mojica started his administrative function
at CvSU as chairman of the Department of
Agricultural and Food Engineering, one of the
five departments under the College of Engineering
and Information Technology; later as director of
the National Coffee Research, Development and
Extension Center based in CvSU; and currently as
vice president for research and extension.
As a CvSU executive, Mojica is very active in
pursuing the trilogy function of a state college and
university: instruction, research and extension.
And that also led to his developing the Bravura
vertical roasting coffee machine for Filipinos.

DR. RUEL M. MOJICA is one of the four awardees of the 2019 Prize for Engineering
Excellence conducted every two years by the Manila Water Foundation.
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FILIPINO TRADITIONS

San Isidro Labrador

“HABILITADOR”

E

NABLER. IN SPANISH, “habilitador.” To farmers all over the world,
that’s who San Isidro de Labrador is. A tiller of the soil and laborer of the land.
To the Filipino farmer, he is the go-to-guy to fix problems in irrigation,
ease the burdens of planting, and stop pestilence to ensure
a bountiful harvest.

How San Isidro got that superhero status is a series of amazing stories. According to
“Biblioteca de la Real Academia de Historia” in the chapter “Leyenda de San Isidro
por Juan Diácono, Fidel Fita,” he facilitated so many miracles that he was
called the “servant of God” and the “blessed farmer.”
Legend has it that when the land was in drought
and plants were wilting, he prayed and,
miraculously, springs would naturally
just well up from the ground
to water his crops.

...2020..the year
when no carabaos knelt
no kiping was shared, and no fandango
was danced as the coronavirus
pandemic locked down
most of the country.

By LOURDES E. TRIBDINO
Social Media Manager
Greenfields Magazine

A FRUITFUL FEAST DAY

And angels were said
to help him till his fields.
His other “enablement abilities”
include the miracle of wheat doubling in
volume after being ground to flour; a reward for his
generosity to doves freezing in the cold of winter; or
his constantly bountiful harvest, tripling the fruits of
the land for himself and his happy landlord.
For those feats of divinity alone, he should be made
the saint of food security instead of just an intercessor.
Thus, the many celebrations in his honor all over
the Catholic world — seven of which are done right
here in the Philippines — not only thank him for his
intercession but also, if you think about it from a more
divine perspective, in “allowing God to work” for a
bumper crop.

His feast day is celebrated every May 15 and,
for many, that day has become a showcase for
perseverance and talent for those who prepare for
the “Pahiyas” in Lukban, Quezon province and
the “Pagluhod” or the Kneeling Carabao Festival
in Bulacan.
“We celebrate San Isidro Labrador’s intercession
for a good harvest and give out thanks by our
fiesta,” Mang Tibo Gumaling, an ube (purple
yam) and kamote (sweet potato) farmer from
Lukban, said in Tagalog.
Lukban, where the famous Pahiyas festival happens,
is one of the seven towns in various provinces in the
Philippines where the saint’s feast day is celebrated
with much pomp and pageantry. But 2020 will be
remembered as the year when no carabaos knelt, no
kiping was shared, and no fandango was danced as the
coronavirus pandemic locked down many parts of the
country.
Continued to page 41

MAIN PHOTO
One of the main
attractions in the Pahiyas
festival in Lukban,
Quezon are houses
decorated with kiping
or colored rice crisps
shaped into leaves.
TOP PHOTO
The image of San Isidro
Labrador at the Lukban
Cathedral.
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OPINION

Rice farmers and their relationship
with the forest

R

ICE IS AN IMPORTANT CROP for the Philippines. Since the 1960s, we
have been trying to produce more for rice self-sufficiency. Many things
have been done such as better seeds, financing for farmers, tech, the
gradual opening of markets. But there is one other item that needs more
attention — irrigation control.

By RAF DIONISIO

There are two ways to look at irrigation:
1. How much man-made irrigation have we
brought to our farmers?
2. Natural Irrigation
Man-made irrigation
There are areas of the Philippines where irrigation
is done well — places like Kalinga and Ifugao
provinces, and Baler (in Aurora) all have good
irrigation — with the right cement canals leading
water to different farms in the area. They all have
extensive networks, similar to what Bali in Indonesia
has for its farms.
The expansion of this can be a great service to our
farmers, especially because you see a lot of farmers
lining up to buy gasoline to operate mechanical
water pumps.
As of 2019, government spending on irrigation
systems reached P35 billion based on its
published financial plan — https://www.nia.gov.
ph/?q=financial-plan.
Natural irrigation
The Philippines used to be 70-percent forested and,
thus, had a natural irrigation system supported by the
forest microclimate.
Decades of urban expansion and logging, plus global
climate change, have shifted weather patterns.
The Philippines has experienced drought due to El
Niño in the following years: 1968, 1972, 1977, 1982,
1986, 1989, 1991, 1997, 2004, 2010 and 2015. There is
also a forecasted El Niño this year.
That’s pretty regular.
Every time El Niño hits, we lose billions of pesos
worth of crops, including rice, which affects at least
33 percent of our farmers and 100 percent of the
population. The more intense (sometimes longer) dry
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season is followed by a more intense (flooded) wet
season. In both cases, crops fail and farmers go into
debt. The P30,000 invested in one hectare of rice
will die and the unlucky ones may have to pay 40- to
140-percent interest per year (yes, this rate exists!). No
wonder, they keep leaving farms!
Lately, our dams haven’t been filling up because the
forests around them are gone and their ability to catch
water is limited. We narrowly escaped 2019’s summer in
Manila when water was rationed. The watershed around
Manila — the Upper Marikina watershed — only has
20 percent of its land actually forested. This means that
what we have left as a primary water source is also at 20
percent of its capacity.
It’s important to note that after the drought, stronger
storms have emerged, dealing damage worth billions to
crops.
If we can improve irrigation both naturally and
man made, we can increase productivity (less work for
farmers) and increase the profits of our food frontliners.
Why are we so vulnerable to storms and drought?
The Philippine’s primary forest cover is at 3 percent
or down from 70 percent in 1900.
In the rainy season, forests catch water and can
increase water in an area significantly by storing 2,000
liters per tree.
In the dry season, forests can create microclimates
that bring rain, and can also gradually release water into
the river systems, creating more water for irrigation.
Forests can provide water in the dry season and store
water during the rainy season! It is a partial solution to
be implemented along other interventions like irrigation
tech, education, financing and other solutions. As water
is such a critical part of the equation (production of
1 kilo of rice needs 1,432 liters of water), it’s a good
idea for everyone to invest in the forest (our irrigation
control mechanism) for sustainability.

What do we do now?
As a citizen, there are several things you can do to
build the long-term solution for rice farmers and the rest
of the agricultural community.
Citizen in relation to self:
1. Plant trees – in your idle lot, in your provincial
home, work with tree planting groups like
Tribes and Treks by The Circle Hostel/
MAD Travel, Mount Purro Nature Reserve
or Masungi Georeserve. You can message all
four organizations and they will give you the
opportunity to buy forest trees grown in critical
landscapes.
2. Support forest products. One of the key
reasons why people cut down the forest is for
money. So, if the products that naturally come
from the forest earn more, there is less incentive
to chop up the forest. Local coffee from our
watershed areas like Cordillera, Mt. Apo, Mt.
Kitanglad and Sierra Madre are great ways to
support forest economies as coffee grows in
synchronization with the forest. Raw forest
honey — paid for at the right price — is also a
great way to do this.

3. Used recycled wood products or sustainable
lumber — the world loves wood products and
we should be mindful to support the companies
that can provide real up-cycled or sustainable
lumber — so that less trees are cut.
4. Vote leaders who care — and teach them if they
don’t know by writing them letters or asking
for meetings. Many of our top officials may not
have the same perspective or insight toward
sustainability — we should ask them these
questions.
Citizen in relation to institutions:
In terms of working with institutions, the
Philippines has the following influential bodies
— church, academe, government, nongovernment
organizations, businesses and media.
If you have any influence in an organization, please
encourage them to learn more about this topic and book
a talk. There are many local speakers who can shine
light on these issues, and give the institution a better
perspective of being a leader, educator and steward of
the next generation.
The future is in your mind; change is in your hands.
If you want to continue the conversation, please
email rafdionisio@gmail.com.

RAFAEL ‘RAF’ DIONISIO
is the co-founder of MAD
(Make A Difference)
Travel who advocates
sustainable tourism and
farming.
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FEATURED SCIENTIST

THE FARMER-SCIENTIST
Younger farmers can learn from this veteran

W

By ANTONIO G. PAPA, Ph.D.

HILE THERE are
aging farmers
exiting the country’s
agriculture sector
and efforts to
attract young people to take their
place, there is still a need for veterans
who can offer both knowledge and
wisdom to make cultivating crops
productive and profitable.
One of them is Joselito P. Tibayan, a farmer-scientist
who is into organic and nutrition farming in Cavite, and
currently the general manager of the Palangue Agrarian
Reform Cooperative.
He was also named a “farmer-hero” by East-West Seeds
Company in 2019.
And in July 23, 2020, Tibayan was appointed by
President Rodrigo Duterte as chairman of the Provincial
Agrarian Reform Committee (PARC) of Department of
Agrarian Reform (DAR)-Cavite.
As a farmer-scientist, Tibayan implements good
agricultural practices (GAP) and shares to other farmers
in the province and Region 4A (Calabarzon) the

principles behind GAP.
According to the Food and Agriculture Organization,
“GAPs are the collection of principles applied to on-farm
production and post-production processes resulting in safe
and healthy food and non-food agricultural products while
taking into account economic, social and environmental
sustainability.”
As a successful agripreneur, Tibayan advocates the
following principles in farming: assurance of the health
and welfare for both farmers and consumer; utilization
of environment-friendly technologies; maintenance of
ecological sustainability and stability;
and profitability.
“A farmer’s goal is to bring food to the
table and reap the fruits of his labor to
support his family’s needs,” Tibayan said.
Also, he advocates farmers devoting
time to participate in seminars and short
training programs, which will make them more
capable in sending their children to school and obtain
a diploma.
“A farmer who is knowledgeable in his particular
endeavor has more advantages than others who do not do
the same,” Tibayan added.
So, he keeps motivating his fellow farmers to participate
in the short training programs and seminars conducted by

JOSELITO P. TIBAYAN
is a farmer-scientist,
government official and
organic grower.
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the Agricultural Training Institute, an agency under the
Department of Agriculture (DA).
Back to farming
Tibayan studied accountancy at the Polytechnic
University of the Philippines in Manila while working
during the day. Unfortunately, he did not finish the course.
Tibayan also worked in a factory in Manila but never
found fulfillment being a laborer.
So, he went back to his hometown and found himself
doing farm chores like what his father used to do.
Tibayan then found himself tilling land as a tenant.
“Being a farmer is a difficult task, but tilling the land that I
do not own was more challenging on my part,” he said.
Besides addressing land ownership problems, farmer
who were poor in resources needed location-specific
technologies and capital to boost their capabilities.
Technical know-how

AS A VETERAN
in cultivating crops,
Joselito P. Tibayan has
a lot of wisdom and
knowledge to share to
both the present and new
generation of farmers.
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In the latter part of 1986, Tibayan was able to attend
a seminar on off-season vegetable production conducted
by the then DA-Techgen, now the Cavite Agricultural
Research and Experiment Station, based in Naic, Cavite.
Eventually, he applied zero-tillage technology in
producing organic vegetables, reducing his production cost
by 42 percent.
On nutrition farming, Tibayan said soil health
is essential.
“The real major problem of Philippine agriculture is soil
acidity or its pH level. The soil must have a pH level of 7.0
since if the pH level is 6.0, 15 percent of the fertilizer being
applied to the soil is lost,” Tibayan said.
“At 5.0-pH level, 30 percent fertilizer is lost; at a
4.0-pH level, 50 percent is lost; and if 3.0 or lower level,
100 percent of the fertilizer being applied to the soil is
lost,” he added, underscoring the importance of regularly
conducting soil analysis.
Tibayan also uses combustion ash as fertilizer to help
maintain a 7.0-pH level for the soil.
“Humus cannot do it alone, it needs to be added
with combustion ash so that it will produce amino
acids. The presence of amino acids in the soil also serves
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as insect and pest repellant,” he said.
The success of Tibayan as an organic vegetable and
nutrition farmer prompted the DA-ATI in Region 4A
to appoint him as farmer-scientist or magsasaka-siyentista
under the agency’s Techno Gabay Program. As such, he
attends farmers’ meetings and serves as resource speaker
in their seminars and short training programs. He usually
shares his expertise on GAP and organic vegetable and
nutrition farming.
His 2.11-hectare farm in Palague also serves as a model
farm to showcase GAP, among others.
Capital build-up
To solve the problem of capitalization for farming,
Tibayan helped found the Palangue Agrarian Reform
Cooperative (PARC) on July 5, 1995 with P21,100 as
initial capital from its 34 founding members.
PARC was immediately registered with the Cooperative
Development Authority. He was elected board chairman
and appointed general manager in 2003.
It was also in 2003 that DAR, through the
Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program, awarded titles
to the lands PARC members were tilling. The cooperative
currently has 298 active members.
The Land Bank of the Philippines also gave assistance to
the cooperative.
“Through the loan portfolio for farmers, Land
Bank financed their loan applications and a year later, a
600-percent increase in income was generated by PARC,”
Tibayan said.
PARC also has a Botika sa Barangay that gives its
members access to affordable medicines. The cooperative
also established its own water refilling station funded under
the DAR’s Village Level Farm Enterprise Development
program. It now has the capability to provide loans to its
members.
Because of his achievements as an individual farmer
and general manager of the cooperative, Tibayan was
awarded the coveted “Most Outstanding Agrarian Reform
Beneficiary” by DAR in 2009. And as stated earlier, he was
appointed chairman of the PARC of DAR-Cavite last July.
Without a doubt, Tibayan is one veteran who has vast
knowledge to share with younger farmers.

GREEN SITES

A ‘SECRET GARDEN’
THAT’S
WORTH VISITING

O

PERATING FOR
MORE than a decade
now, Jaya’s Secret
Garden is no longer
a well-kept secret in
Malabalay, Bukidnon.

Occupying 2,100 square meters, Jaya’s Secret Garden is owned by Junah
S. Bayag and is an accredited training facility of the Agricultural Training
Institute, an agency under the Department of Agriculture.
Jaya’s Secret Garden is unique since it also showcases urban and edible
gardening, and how to use recyclable materials to grow food.
So, when visiting Bukidnon, make a visit to Jaya’s Secret Garden part of
your itinerary.
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TECHNOTRENDS

DA taps satellite tech for crop insurance

I

N AN EFFORT TO DIGITIZE Philippine agriculture, the Department of
Agriculture (DA) through Planters Products Inc. (PPI) and the Satsure AG
signed a memorandum of agreement (MOA) on June 8, 2020 to improve
crop insurance delivery in the country using satellite technology.

The MOA signing was witnessed by Agriculture
Secretary William Dar and Philippine Crop Insurance
Corporation (PCIC) President lawyer Jovy Bernabe.
The project, with an initial funding support of
P5 million, targets to provide satellite imaging for
100,000 hectares planted with rice and 40,000
hectares planted with various crops within the next six
months. It will be piloted in the provinces of Nueva
Ecija, Iloilo and North Cotabato.
“We welcome this partnership between PPI and
Satsure AG. It will help in our ongoing efforts to provide
our farmers with direct and targeted assistance to
improve their productivity,” Dar said.
He said the project will also help the DA improve its
disaster response, particularly on risk insurance. Dar also
said crop monitoring should be improved.
“The traditional source of information, which relies
heavily on fieldwork, will be insufficient in the country.
As we modernize our agriculture sector, we must
continuously explore for relevant technology to increase
sufficiency and productivity,” Dar said.
Satsure AG is a developer based in Switzerland whose
works include remote sensing satellite and other sensing
sources to monitor agricultural crop portfolio and

estimate agriculture yields, with the objective of enabling
better risk management and improving crop insurance
lending to farmers.
PCIC is an agency under the DA mandated to provide
crop insurance to small holders in the agriculture sector.
Under the leadership of Bernabe, it has evolved into
a more resilient and viable government-owned and
-controlled corporation.
In July, PCIC remitted P453 million worth of
dividends to the national government through the
Department of Finance (DOF) covering 2019.
The divided was declared by the PCIC Board as
the agency marked 2019 as another milestone year
in its operation.
The amount was remitted to the DOF pursuant to
Republic Act 7656, the law that requires government
corporations to declare dividends to the national
government.
“The PCIC recognizes the government’s need for
funds amid this Covid-19 pandemic,” Bernabe said,
referring to the coronavirus disease 2019.
“It’s one of our contributions to ensure that people be
provided with continuous social services and assistance as
we deal with this crisis,” he added.

RANILO M. MADERAZO
(left), president and
chief executive officer
of Planters Products Inc.,
Agriculture Secretary
William D. Dar (center),
and Arvind Kumar
(right) of Satsure AG
were present during the
signing of an agreement
with the private company
to improve crop insurance
delivery in the country
using satellite technology.
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AGRIBUSINESS

Establishing country’s first

Agro-industrial Park

I

THE NEW CLARK
CITY in Pampanga
will host the country’s
first Agro-industrial
Business Corridor.
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N LINE WITH THE DIRECTIVE of President Rodrigo Duterte to disperse
industries to the regions and decongest Metro Manila, the Department of
Agriculture (DA) is partnering with the Bases Conversion and Development
Authority (BCDA) to establish the country’s first “agro-industrial business
corridor” at the New Clark City in Pampanga.

It will be called the New Clark City Agro-industrial
Business Corridor.
Agriculture Secretary William D. Dar said the
New Clark City has the potential to jumpstart and
sustain economic growth in the “new normal” because
of its vast agricultural resources and strategic location
that grants access it to markets in both northern and
southern Luzon and Metro Manila.
“The agro-industrial business corridor or ABC
that will rise at the New Clark City will be a holistic
approach, which aims to integrate small holder farmers
by providing them access to resources, including stateof-the-art production technology, capital and
value-adding facilities,” Dar said.
The establishment of ABCs in strategic areas will
also help address employment challenges in the new
normal or the environment after the coronavirus disease
2019 pandemic,” he added.
Upon his instruction, DA Undersecretary Cheryl
Marie Caballero, together with BCDA Vice President
Arrey Perez, inspected a 30-hectare site at New
Clark City, where the Philippines’ first ABC will be
established with modern agribusiness and multi-purpose
facilities, including a national seed technology park.
The soon-to-rise ABC will complement the planned
Clark Fresh Market to be constructed at the Clark
Civil Aviation Complex. The market complex will
have an integrated post-harvest facility, catering to
niche markets for organic, halal-certified and premium
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quality food products.
For his part, BCDA President and Chief Executive
Officer Vince Dizon said the planned New Clark City
Agri-industrial Business Corridor, coupled with the
fresh market complex, will definitely create thousands
of jobs and further expand the development of Tarlac,
and adjoining provinces in central and northern Luzon.
“This agro-industrial business corridor will not only
enhance the productivity of our farmers but will also
boost economic activity in the region,” Dizon said,
noting improved connectivity in infrastructure and
other planned developments in New Clark City make it
the best location for the ABC project.
He said they expect to start of construction of the
ABC building, national seed technology park, and other
facilities to commence by 2021.
Dar said the agro-industrial business corridor in
New Clark City is only the start of a comprehensive
national agricultural development program, noting
the entire DA family is formulating region-specific
strategies for the development of more ABCs in other
areas in the country.
“The agro-industrial business corridors will be linked
together for better logistics and faster distribution of
technology,” he added.
The DA is studying the establishment of ABCs in
12 new economic zones identified by the Philippine
Economic Zone Authority to attract more and bigger
investments in agriculture, Dar said.

SUCCESS STORY

This Cooperative knows
the Rice Business
Accumulates P250M in assets
By JETT G. SUBABA

THE TALABUTAB
NORTE Multi-Purpose
Cooperative is one good
example of a cooperative
making good use of
government assistance
to attain viable and
profitable operations.
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S IT POSSIBLE to grow a
business with just P7,500
to an entity that has around
P270 million in assets?

And if you think that business entity is a
corporation lead by business executives in wellpressed suits or barongs, then think again.
The business entity that now boasts of having
P270 million in assets is no other than the
Talabutab Norte Multi-Purpose Cooperative
(TNPMPC) operating from General Trinidad in
Nueva Ecija, one of the country’s rice granaries.
Besides demonstrating good business acumen,
the cooperative has also shown that it is a good
steward of government assistance.
In 2015, the cooperative was the recipient of a
P16-million rice processing center (RPC) from the
Department of Agriculture (DA), which enabled
them to enter the rice value chain.
The two mechanical dryers with a capacity
of 15 tons each and rice processing equipment
with a capacity of 1.9 tons per hour enabled
TNPMPC to mill palay (unmilled rice) and
market these directly to consumers, including
institutional buyers.
“Before, we buy palay and sell it directly to
traders. But now that we have the RPC, we process
the palay to rice. This has increased our income by
more than 50 percent because the centavos per kilo
we used to get from palay before can now be P3 to
P4 per kilogram with rice,” RPC General Manager
Crisostomo Valdez said.
“This facility has helped us produce qualitymilled rice and do custom-milling based on our
clients’ preferences,” he added.
The RPC also opened employment
opportunities for more than 50 individuals.
The cooperative’s operation of the RPC resulted
in a 50-percent increase in its income and the
tripling of its market volume capacity to 100,000
cavans from 30,000 cavans.
The RPC served as the foundation for the
expansion of TNPMPC, with the cooperative
investing in mechanized farming and 10 trucks,
including two 10-wheeler units. The most pivotal
investment the cooperative made was for a new
processing center worth P56 million, capable of
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processing 300,000 cavans. It is equipped with
four new mechanical dyers at 30 tons per batch
each, and a mill with a capacity of 70 to 80
cavans per hour.
“The RPC (from the DA) has become the
key to our expansion (as) it taught us how we
can maximize our potential and how we can be
competent in the rice industry,” Valdez said.
Currently, the cooperative supplies well-milled
rice to other cities and provinces, and Metro
Manila. It also supplies the rice requirements of
Makati Business Corporation and Ayala Land Inc.
with more than 20,000 25-kilo bags per shipment.
Additional income as service provider
TNPMPC also became a recipient of combine
harvesters, farm tractors and transplanters, which
enabled them to also become a service provider to
rice farmers. The cooperative now offers services
from land and seedling preparation to harvesting.
For complete transplanting service, the
cooperative is paid P100,000 per hectare. On the
other hand, for the cost of harvesting, it charges
eight cavans per 100 cavans harvested.
TMPMPC also provides services to its
farmer-members.
“As a service provider, we benefit a lot from it
especially in terms of profit. Even the farmers who
avail of our services find ease in farming as we
do the planting up to harvesting for them. They
only need to relax and wait for their produce,”
cooperative chairman Teofilo S. Natividad said.
The cooperative reaching new heights could
also be credited to its vision of making God
its leader and the hard work of its members.
It is also planning to offer full scholarships to
students who will pursue agriculture in college,
and offer jobs to them upon graduation.
“We stayed true to our visions to work handin-hand with our members toward development.
We believe that when the cooperative rises, it
can help the members to rise too, vice-versa, It
should always go together so we both can be
successful,” Natividad said.
With its success, the cooperative also wants
to show that agriculture could be profitable. And
with the cooperative attaining P270 million in
assets 29 years after it started, it definitely has
proven that point.

Why training
beneficiaries
counts a lot
By JETT G. SUBABA

O

NE OF THE REASONS
why the Talabutab
Norte Multi-Purpose
Cooperative (TNPMPC)
is a successful
recipient of government assistance
is the training and capacity building
its officers and members received.
Initially, the Philippine Center for Postharvest
Development and Mechanization (PHilMech),
an agency under the Department of Agriculture
(DA), provided the cooperative with seminars and
training courses in the operation and maintenance
of a rice processing center (RPC).
Moreover, under the project for the development
of the RPCs into model agribusiness enterprises,
the cooperative learned how to manage its resources
more effectively to attain financial viability and
sustainability of operations.
It was in 2018 that TNPMPC along with three
other selected operators of RPCs were trained by
PHilMech in collaboration with the Agricultural
Training Institute, another agency under the DA.
They were trained first in operating and managing
an RPC, while the second training module was
for product packaging and labeling, basic costing,
and market linkage.
“We really improved with the help of the
seminars and training PHilMech provided.
Through those training courses, we learned how
to do packaging, labeling, marketing and how
to improve the quality of our products,” the
cooperative’s chairman Teofilo S. Natividad said.
“Another important thing we’ve learned is on
how to do costing for our product, specifically
on computing a breakeven price where we
can add a little more to make a profit. On the
organizational aspect, we learned how to make
policies for the organization and even in the
operation of the RPC,” he added.

TEOFILO S. NATIVIDAD
(left) and Crisostomo
Valdez (right), chairman
and manager of the
Talabutab Norte MultiPurpose Cooperative
(TNPMPC), respectively,
stand in front of the
machines they received
as grants from the
government.

THE MEMBERS
of TNPMPC are also
well trained in the
management of their rice
processing center.
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Collective Action: CPSU, military partner for livelihood project

MUSHROOMS. FOR PEACE.

A

By JULIO P. YAP JR.

PROJECT by the
military and a state
university in Negros
Occidental can help
attain lasting peace
in the province and beyond.
Involved in a project to produce
mushroom and undertake vermicomposting
are the Philippine Army’s 542nd Engineer
Construction (Pathfinder) Battalion and
Central Philippines State University
(CPSU) both based in Negros Occidental.
The site of the project is the battalion’s
headquarters in Barangay Caradio-An,
Himlayan City in the province.
CPSU President Dr. Aladino C. Moraca
said the project also serves as a “partnership
model” between the state university and
the military, which is expected to “spark
economic opportunity on the ground”
emanating from the transfer of technologies
not only to military personnel and their
families, but also to residents of depressed
communities the battalion serves.
Besides mushroom production and
vermicomposting, CPSU also trained
members of the battalion on papaya
production through marcotting. Also, RU
Foundry and Machine Shop Corporation
based in Bacolod City provided the
mechanical shredders needed to produce
the medium to grow mushrooms and to
undertake vermicomposting.
For his part, Captain Gaspar B.
Dumaguing of the 542nd Engineer
Construction Battalion said the project
highlights the partnership between the
military and the academe that emphasizes
their roles in providing humanitarian
services to the depressed and vulnerable
communities, and to the country as a whole.
“How can we solve the dilemma on
peace in our country? Provide food through
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technology,” Moraca said.
“But this could not be done by a single
person - it should be the collective effort of
every sector to attain the goal. Collaboration
among members of the academe and the
army, which is similar to this activity,
is already a positive move towards that
objective,” Moraca added.
The 542nd Engineer Construction
Battalion, primarily involved in civic action
and infrastructure undertakings, also wants
to make the project with CPSU another
example of one of their advocacies, which is
to assist vulnerable sectors.
“We will spread this advocacy to the
other battalions, which are also willing to
adopt this undertaking in their respective
jurisdictions,” said Sergeant Major Nelson
Guanzon of the battalion.
“Together with our ongoing projects, we
will also introduce the technologies we have
learned from CPSU, which can likewise
enhance the lives of the vulnerable sector in
the countryside.” he added.
“This is actually the ‘first-ever’
partnership regarding a livelihood project
between the CPSU and military,” Guanzon,
for his part, stressed.
Moraca said CPSU, with its main
campus located in Barangay Camingawan in
Kabankalan City, will be more than willing
to partner with the military to expand the
project to other areas.
“We may be able to counter the
insurgency through economic development,”
the CPSU president said.
He stressed that conducting extension
programs is among the main functions of
CPSU in its efforts to share best practices
and technologies through the conduct of free
training programs.
“Current practices and methods in
agriculture and allied fields may help alleviate
the problems being encountered by people in
the countryside. It is therefore vital to provide

livelihood opportunities to
the people in the nearby
communities and
regions, especially to
the local farmers,”
Moraca explained.
“The
framework
of the
university is
to maximize
the utilization
and investment
of resources in the
right project,” he said,
adding “this is actually
technology in action.”
Applying technology,
Innovations

CAPTAIN GASPAR B.
DUMAGUING shows the
product of their partnership
with CPSU.

In principle, under
CPSU’s extension program,
beneficiaries are also prompted to transfer
the technologies they learn to other farmers
or households in their areas.
Hence, Dumaguing and Ganzon
committed to transfer the technologies
that will be learned through the project
as part of the battalion’s livelihood and
anti-insurgency framework and advocacy.
They described the project’s technologies as
practical, less costly and effective.
“Projects must be suitable to the
environment of the target areas to be
effective, just like these technologies that
would truly help the farmers,” Ganzon said.
Moraca also said that innovations and
methods to be introduced to farmers and
other members of the community must be
aligned with their usual way of life for them
to embrace a project.
“The legacy we may leave behind is what
the people can remember for the rest of their
lives.” Moraca emphasized.

REPRESENTING
the private sector in
the project is Marvin
Velayo of RU Foundry and
Machine Shop Corporation
(third from left).

We may be able
to counter the insurgency
through economic
development”
CPSU PRESIDENT
Dr. Aladino C. Moraca
conducts a training for
members of the battalion on
papaya propagation through
marcotting.

CENTRAL PHILIPPINES STATE
UNIVERSITY (CPSU) President Dr.
Aladino C. Moraca (left) and Captain
Gaspar B. Dumaguing of the 542nd
Engineer Construction Battalion (right)
seal their partnership for a project to
produce mushroom and undertake
vermicomposting at the battalion’s
headquarters in Barangay Caradio-An,
Himlayan City in Negros Occidental.
CPSU PRESIDENT Dr. Aladino
C. Moraca (right) shares pointers
with Sergeant Major Nelson
Guanzon of the 542nd Engineer
Construction Battalion on how to
intensify mushroom production.

The legacy
we may leave
behind is what
the people can
remember for
the rest of their
lives” - Moraca

From page 22

HABILITADOR
THE PANDEMIC AND THE PATRON
In Bulacan where the streets are quiet and empty, people wonder
about their future.
“We don’t know what to do. This year, we had a bountiful
harvest that almost went to waste because we were not allowed to
deliver our produce to Manila,” said Nicasio Robles, a vegetable
farmer from Baguio, in Ilocano.
He said he would trek down on a pilgrimage with this family to
the Church of San Isidro in Pulilan, Bulacan every year to pray for
a good harvest.
“We always have a good harvest! But this year, we didn’t have
anywhere to sell it,” he said in despair. “But I continued to pray to
San Isidro for a solution.”
San Isidro seemed to have listened. Just three days from the
imposition of the enhanced community quarantine in Metro
Manila and several provinces, Agriculture Secretary “Manong”
William Dar became the farmers’ intercessor and convinced the
Inter-Agency Task Force on Emerging Infectious Diseases and
the Philippine National Police to give fresh farm produce and
livestock access through the many checkpoints, but under stringent
regulations. These days, San Isidro works other miracles.
With the quick reaction of the Department of Agriculture led by
Manong Willie, a food crisis was averted. That is also a miracle of
choice. with RAYMOND TRIBDINO

TOP PHOTO
“Colorized” carabaos being
readied for a procession.
TOP RIGHT PHOTO
The Kneeling Carabaos
of Pulilan in Bulacan
MIDDLE RIGHT
Another Pahiyas
house in Lukban

Major San Isidro Labrador
celebrations In the Phlllpplnes
The Apit Festival of the town of Allacapan,
Cagayan.
The Sabugan ng Biyaya Festival or simply
Sabugan Festival of the town of Agdangan,
Quezon.
The colorful Pahiyas Festival in Lucban,
Quezon is held to also honor Marfa de la
Cabeza, St. Isidore’s wife.
The Kangga Festival Mogpog, Marinduque
(the island province best known for its
Moriones Festival every Holy Week).
The Bariw Festival is celebrated in Nabas,
Aklan. Carabaos are made to kneel in front of the
Church of San Isidro Labrador during procession
to start the town fiesta in Pulilan, Bulacan.
In Pampanga, several parishes in San
Fernando City, Bacolor, Macabebe and other
celebrate the fiesta simultaneously.
There are many parish celebrations of San
Isidro Labrador in Lezo, Aklan; Poro, Cebu; in
Tubigon and San Isidro in Bohol; in Cadiz City,
Negros Occidental; the towns of San Isidro; and
Talavera, Nueva Ecija simultaneously.
But it is in Southern Leyte where San
Isidoro is celebrated the most. Over 15 different
parishes from every part of Southern Leyte have
fiestas for him all at the same time.
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PRODUCT FEATURE

JACOBINA
The original Filipino square biscuit

J

THE BEAUTIFULLY
PACKAGED Jacobina
biscuits are available
in Jacobina Solo – 250
grams that is convenient,
easy to carry and pocketsized; and the Jacobina
Family – 460 grams.
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By ANTONIO G. PAPA, Ph.D.

ACOBINA BISCUITS
has a history dating back
to the 1940s.

While most large-scale food manufacturers
churn out run-in-the-mill products that flood
supermarkets and groceries, real foodies will go as
far as Mendez, a small town at the northwest of
Tagaytay City in Cavite, to get genuine Jacobina
biscuits from La Noceda Food Products Inc.
The original Jacobina is a crunchy small square
biscuit that consists of multi-layered crisp flakes that
looks like pages of a book. The flakes, which are
crunchy, sweet and tasty, could be peeled apart
layer by layer.
It all began back in the 1940s after the Second
World War with the founding of Noceda Bakery by
Paterno Noceda. He set up a small bakery within his
house in Mendez, Cavite and in 1947, he discovered
the square biscuits and named them Jacobina.
In 1955, the trade name Jacobina was registered
at the Philippine Patent Office that is now the
Intellectual Property Office of the Philippines. It
became the best-selling biscuit of Noceda Bakery.
In 1975, La Noceda Food Products was born
and focused on producing more Jacobina square
biscuits. Today, the square biscuits are exported to
the United States and select Asian countries.
La Noceda branched out to Tagaytay City in
1980 and also established an excellent reputation
from baking delicious bread, making Noceda a
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brand name on its own.
Nelson Noceda, co-owner of the food company,
said they could make as much as 200,000 pieces of
biscuits daily.
“To make Jacobina biscuits, 18 sacks — 22 kilos
per sack — of cereal flour are mixed daily with
other ingredients and thrice rolled in big dough
rollers into a 34-foot long by four-foot wide dough.
The dough is transformed into a huge baking sheet
consisting of one hundred layers that could make
200,000 pieces of biscuits,” he said.
In 1997, La Noceda started using only six sacks
of cereal flour daily and had 12 female workers.
Today, 18 sacks of flour are used daily and the
bakery employs 33 female workers.
Jacobina biscuits are offered in two packages:
Jacobina Solo – 250 grams that is convenient, easy
to carry and pocket-sized; and the Jacobina Family
– 460 grams that is perfect for sharing with family
members and relatives.
Recently, La Noceda built a big factory in one of
the barangays in Mendez to produce more Jacobina
biscuits for its growing market here and abroad.
La Noceda has other best-selling baked products
such as: kalihim — a native halved bread with a
sweet red filling in the middle; ensaymada; cassava
cake that uses pure cassava and fresh coconut; and
egg pie that uses more eggs compared to other
commercially available counterparts.
Truly, La Noceda has remained committed to
its mission, which is “to bake phenomenal breads
and biscuits.”

PREVIEW FOR THE NEXT ISSUE

GREENFIELDS unveils one of Philippine
agriculture’s young faces who is part of the youth
that the country is counting on to take farming and
fishing to the next level. Find out who she is in the
next issue of Greenfields!

AND SPEAKING OF THE YOUTH,
Greenfields interviews
Rafael “Raf” Dionisio on his
advocacies for sustainable
tourism and farming.

GREENFIELDS ALSO GOES
to Cavinti, Laguna to discover
what makes Cavinti Creamery a
successful agribusiness venture.

AND GOING TO MINDANAO,
Greenfields will explore more
of Jaya’s Secret Garden
in Bukidnon.

PLUS MORE!!!!

